Song Analysis

Zvirbliai
Sparrows

Music: Algirdas Sumskis, arrangement by Nijolé Sinkeviciate
Lyrics: Leonardas Gutauskas

Two is an even number connected with fertility, pairing off, a reflection, a shadow, and
twofacedness. It is also associated with opposites: left — right, good - evil, life — death,
day - night, etc. In other words it represents balance between two points, two lines.

The song is funny, happy, and playful. It perfectly describes the ongoing commotion
of an outdoor marketplace: people moving, hurrying, buying, selling. It portrays the
sparrows — always present in an outdoor market, always looking for seeds or crumbs,
always enlivening the action and providing the marketplace its unique character.

The sparrow is a diminutive bird, described in Lithuanian folklore as intelligent, nimble -
and also an annoying thief. In the literature a sparrow is sometimes a symbol of God'’s
benificence to mankind. It is considered a good omen if a sparrow builds a nest near
one’s home. A sparrow’s chirping song is said to forecast rain.
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