Song Analysis

Viena Seima - Viena tauta
One Family — One Nation

Music: Rita Cyvaité-Klioriené
Lyrics: Nijolé Kersnauskaite

The venue for the XI Lithuanian Song Festival in North America is Cleveland, Ohio. It is
only fitting that the festival's theme song is composed by native Clevelanders: music
by Rita CyvaitéKlioriené and lyrics by Nijolé Kersnauskaité. The song expresses the
emotions of Lithuanians no longer living in the country of their ancestors.

“Amber castles” — symbolic of Lithuania’s history.
“Hope in our hearts” — our unwavering faith in Lithuania's freedom.

“Born of a common heritage” — an oath strengthening our commitment to the land of
our forefathers.

“Our homeland will live on” — surviving all the previous oppressions, which those of us
living elsewhere never failed to publicize, and fought to overcome.

The second verse reinforces the notion that the Lithuanian diaspora was unified and
strong — “like oak trees”. The oak tree is a symbol of strength and wisdom. Our fervent
belief in Lithuania’'s freedom strengthened each other. Close contacts with relatives
remaining in Lithuania reminded us that the homeland will never forget us — “across
the seas, the earth cries out to us: be strong!”. The diaspora remained strong, as did
Lithuania, which once again saw the dawn of freedom.

“One Family — One Nation”. The words of the song join our hearts together and invite us
to celebrate our beloved and free Lithuania — it is our beginning, our identity, our nation,
our family.
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