Song Analysis

UZaugo liepa
A Linden Tree Grew

Traditional Lithuanian multi-part song
Variations by Kestutis Daugirdas

From ancient times, Lithuanians considered the linden tree sacred. Even today some
of these giants remain, adorning old homesteads and mansions. It was believed that
this was the tree favored by the love goddesses Milda and Laima.

When a child was born, the mother would visit the linden tree to ask for health and long
life for their newborn. A husband who quarreled with his wife would need to stand by
the linden tree and ask forgiveness. Beekeepers would plant linden trees completely
surrounding their homestead, because honey from its flowers was of the best qual-
ity. In olden times the soft inner bark was used to make baskets, woven footwear, and
ropes. The wood was of a pale color, soft, light, and resistant to fracturing.

The themes of “A Linden Tree Grew” are coming of age, matchmaking, love, and for-
mation of a family.

The linden tree is variously a symbol for a maturing young girl, a woman, a mother,
love, protection and shelter.

Nine. The number nine is a symbol of love, completeness, and the appearance of a
new life. It is associated with various spiritual and religious rituals. The nine branches
in this song are twists and turns in a woman’s life — possibly symbolic of her children
and happy moments in life. A linden tree with beautiful branches is healthy, handsome,
provides shade and shelter in summer, is full of busy bees in springtime, and radiates
an air of restfulness and peace.

The storm. It's an image of hardships, trials and tribulations that one encounters in life.
The storm breaks many branches, in fact all nine. It would seem hopeless that the lin-
den tree will survive and continue to grow. But in the song and in life, the woman (met-
aphorical personification) is strong, calm, doesn't give up, and finds a way out. That
is the message of this song — difficulties in life, whatever they may be, are temporary
and need to be surmounted. The woman makes chairs from the broken branches, and
has a seat. Isn't that how it is in life? The storms of life pass us by, difficulties come and
go. Later on we sit down, reflect on what happened, and pass on the lessons from life
experiences to our children.

The original song has verses not used in this variation. In these additional verses, the
young woman not only makes chairs, but uses the smaller branches to make a bed,
which she prepares for a young man. That is the type of strong woman who was raised
in the Lithuanian village. The values important in life can be seen in the words of the
song, without having to listen to a lecture or a sermon - just by observing nature and
the parallel to our own lives.

Sources: https://www.sutartines.info/slaviunas/result.php?id=26094&kas=dok_tur
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