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The Blacksmith

Music: Jonas Švedas,
arrangement by Nijolė Sinkevičiūtė
Traditional Lithuanian folk lyrics

“The Blacksmith” is a light and cheerful song describing the hard-working labors of the 
blacksmith and the plowman, which to the uninformed might appear to be easy pro-
fessions. In the first verse, the blacksmith is hammering a plow. The plow (“žagrelė”) is 
an ancient implement used to break up, till, and cultivate the soil. Horses or oxen would 
be harnessed to pull the plow. In the second verse, the farmer yokes a pair of oxen and 
plows the entire field.

“Tin tan tin tan” are sound making syllables which imitate the ringing noises emanating 
from the smithy as the hammer strikes a metal object. The song is fun for children and 
reminds grownups of their childhood.
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