Song Analysis

DZiglinas
The Stallion

Music: Jonas Svedas, arrangement by Eduardas Pilypaitis
Traditional Lithuanian folk lyrics

The song is in the matchmaking/wedding category. The young man asks his stallion to
carry him to his young lady as quickly as possible.

The stallion (“Zirgelis”) was a dominant symbol in folk art. It was believed that the
horse had supernatural abilities, including the power of fertility. In songs the stallion
is always strong, fast, and handsome - like his young rider. The stallion is a symbol of
youth, vigor, manhood, and maturity.

The refrain “Oi, sadaucio sadautelio” contains sonic variations of “sadula”, a word of
incantation frequently found in wedding songs. Although the wedding and departure
from home could be a painful experience for the bride, the refrain creates a mood of
lightness, liveliness, and youthfulness.

The second part of the refrain “Linagaucio lina go” contains sonic variations of the
word “linai” (flax). While it is frequently found in matchmaking songs, it is more com-
mon in work songs describing the flax harvest, and sung while working to lighten the
labor and create a cheerful mood.

Subsequent verses emphasize the rider's haste: he promises his stallion oats and
water, if it reaches his destination - the young lady - swiftly. The refrains “Trinku, trinku
trinkutéla” and “Taidu, taida opa, opa” imitate the rhythmic clatter of the hooves, from
which sparks fly as the horse speeds onwards.

The young man knows that the girl’s father will meet and welcome him at the gates,
because he is bringing gifts of a silk scarf and a golden ring. As in all matchmaking
songs, there is no shortage of promises and presents — whatever it takes to win her
hand and her heart.

Nine. The young man urges his stallion to carry him to the young lady’s home, which
is nine miles away. The number nine is formed from the significant number 3 x 3. Three
in the Holy Trinity. Three worlds: earth, heaven, and hell. These numbers are frequently
found in folklore and folk medicine: nine trade skills, nine wolves, nine dragons, three
nines (an herbal liqueur). And of course, pregnancy takes nine months.
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