Song Analysis

Cykiai, cykiai

Quietly, Quietly
Lithuanian folk song from the dzaky region
Variations by Raimondas Katinas

The time of matchmaking and courtship was not always a happy one. Daughters were
frequently not ready to marry; they wished to remain longer at home with their mother,
brothers, and sisters. On the other hand, the father’'s worry was to find his daughter a
husband as soon as possible and have her leave home. Frequently, men looking to
marry would be choosing women much younger than themselves. This occurred for a
number of reasons.

Some men would return home after long military service and find that all the women
of their age had already married and created families. Other men were in no hurry
to marry — they wanted to save some money and build some wealth before starting
married life. Still others had to earn enough to pay their sisters’ dowries. For these and
other reasons, men were frequently more advanced in age and looked for younger
ladies for wives.

If a young lady chose a young man, who in the parents’ opinion was unsuitable — there
would be tears. But the father would pay little attention to tears — it was more import-
ant that the prospective husband was wealthy.

In this song, the river Nemunas symbolizes life - its eternal flow, its everlasting move-
ment. The river flows and will continue to flow, and nothing will change its movement.
The river parallels the young girl's life — that it's been this way for ages and will not
change. You will marry the man who chooses you, who your father and brothers have
decided on.

The song expresses sadness, as the girl cries bitterly. At the same time she threatens
her parents if they force her to marry an older man. She will set the hounds on him and
chase him out of the village. The river Nemunas flows, the young girl cries, but life goes
on and one must adapt. Matchmaking depended not on the young ladies wishes, but
on the “traditional order”.

History tells us that it wasn’t only village girls who often did not marry happily and for
love. It was perhaps even more difficult for daughters of wealthy landowners or noble-
men. The recently published novel “The War Bride”, written by llona Skujaité, vividly por-
trays the fate of daughters of wealthy parents.
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